
 
Highlight

The EMS Annual Meeting and the 
European Conference on Applied 
Climatology take place from 29 
September to 3 October 2008 in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 
On-site registration for a single day 
or more than one day is availab-
le. Information about the Annual 
Meeting and associated events can 
be found at 
meetings.copernicus.org/ems2008.

Ʒ Chief Scientist at the 
     Met Ofý ce
Julia Slingo, the incoming Presi-
dent of the Royal Meteorological 
Society, has been appointed as the 
Chief Scientist of the Met Ofý ce. 
At present she is a Professor of 
Meteorology at the University of 
Reading and Director of Climate 
Research at the National Centre 
for Atmospheric Science. She was 
also a founding director of the 
Walker Institute for Climate System 
Research at the University of 
Reading and has been a contribu-
tor to the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change.
Ʒ 125 Years of DMG
The German Meteorological So-
ciety DMG is celebrating its 125th 
Anniversary on 7 November 2008 
in Hamburg. More information is 
available at www.dmg-ev.de
Ʒ New Spanish State Agency
A Royal Decree, issued on 8 
February 2008, has created the 
Agencia Estatal de Meteorolog²a 
(Meteorological State Agency) from 
the transformation of the National 
Institute of Meteorology (INM). 
The new State Agency acquired its 
legal status in the frame of the law

on state agencies for the improve-
ment of public services issued on 
18 July 2006. It has adopted the 
desgination AEMet for general 
use. The Agency assumes all the 
responsibilities and tasks it had 
been carrying out as INM.
Ʒ ECMWFôs Scientiý c Meetings
Presentations from the following re-
cent events can be found by going 
to ecmwf.int/newsevents/calendar 
and choosing a particular event.
Ā ECMWF 2008 Annual Seminar on 
  Parametrization of Subgrid 
  Physical Processes
Ā Forecast Products Users Meeting
Ā GRAS SAF Workshop on Appli-
  cations of GPS Radio Occultation
  Measurements 
Ʒ EUMETSAT supports the
    GMES initiative
EUMETSAT has agreed to provide 
its data and products for the Global 
Monitoring for Environment and 
Security (GMES) initiative. The 
agreement covers GMES pre-ope-
rational services from 2008ï2010, 
during which all EUMETSAT data 
and products, including real-time 
data, will be made available free of 
charge to the ý ve GMES Core Ser-
vices. The three fast track services 
are the Land Core Service, Marine 
Core Service and Emergency Re-
sponse Support Service, and the 
two pilot services are Security and 
Atmosphere Monitoring.
ƷDonation of journals
The RMetS has decided to support 
the training and research at WMO 
Regional Training Centres (RTCs) 
by donating its journals free of 
charge for the period 2008ï2015. 
Of the 22 RTCs there are 14 that 
have taken up the offer of journals.
Ʒ RMetS Awards
The Royal Meteorological Society 
is inviting nominations for nine 
awards to be submitted by 23 No-
vember 2008. More information is 
available at www.rmets.org/news.

Meetings

ǅ CLIMATE 2008:  A climate 
   conference on the Internet,
   3ï7 November 2008
   www.klima2008.net
ǅ Climate Change: Global Risks, 
   Challenges and Decisions,
  10ï12 March 2009, Copenhagen
   climatecongress.ku.dk
ǅ IHDP Open Meeting 2009
   Social Challenges of Global 
   Change, 26ï30 April 2009, Bonn
ǅ EMS Annual Meeting & ECAM,
   14ï18 September 2009, 
   Toulouse
ǅ 5th European Conference on  
   Severe Storms, 12ï16 October 
   2009, Landshut, Germany

Open University Weather Course
The Open University in the UK 
has produced a new short course 
on weather in partnership with the 
Royal Meteorological Society. The 
course provides an introduction 
to weather patterns and events 
around the world. As well as com-
pleting assignments the students 
are required to undertake a small 
project in which they will develop 
their ability to observe their local 
weather. The course is 100 hours 
of study at introductory university 
level. 

Forecast run on a cell phone 
Peter Lynch from University Col-
lege Dublin has coded a program 
using Java ME (J2ME) to integrate 
the barotropic vorticity equation. 
One of the forecasts originally run 
on the ENIAC in 1950 has been 
run on a cell-phone ï PHONIAC. 
The 24-hour forecast executes in 
less than a second. More informat-
ion is available at: mathsci.ucd.
ie/~plynch/eniac/phoniac.html.
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